The arterial smooth muscle cell in systemic hypertension.
Both the pathogenesis and vascular complications of hypertension appear to involve change in vascular smooth muscle cell (SMC) structure and function. Recent data on vascular SMC biology are reviewed. Specific questions that should be addressed by future research on SMC polyploidy in hypertension; SMC differentiation, growth and function; SMC hypertrophy and hyperplasia in hypertension; and hypertension, vascular aging and atherogenesis are posed.